




 Request for Waiver of City of Nevada City Wireless Noise 

Standards - §17.150.070 A.15(a) and (b) 

AT&T project “CVL03071 Coyote Street” 

APN: 05-020-18 

980 Helling Way, Nevada City, CA 

Per the attached project support statement, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T Mobility) 

is proposing to collocate on an existing Nevada County owned wireless facility.  Multiple other 

carriers are currently located on the facility, and this is a 6409(a) eligible facility. 

Under the City of Nevada City’s Wireless Code §17.150.070 A.15(b), any equipment noise for 

any wireless facility located within 500’ of any property zoned residential or improved with a 

residential use may not exceed 45 dBA three feet from the source of noise.  The closest private 

residences appear to be roughly 400’ away from the facility, the property line of the closest 

residential zoned parcel is approximately 230’ way from AT&T’s proposed equipment, and the 

closest residential use, a County operated halfway house on the subject parcel, is approximately 

80’ away. 

Statement of Hardship 

AT&T’s proposed equipment includes an HVAC unit, which is required to keep AT&T’s 

equipment cooled and operational, and a backup generator for emergencies.  The facility will not 

function without the HVAC unit, while the generator is required to keep the site online in event of 

power outages.  (As stated in the project support statement, aside from testing to keep it functional, 

the generator will only be in operation during power outages.) 

The HVAC unit has a noise level of 62 dBA at 5’, while the backup generator has a noise level of 

68 dBA at 23’.  There are no feasible mitigation measures that would bring either piece of 

equipment into compliance with the City’s wireless code noise requirement of 45 dBA from 3’ 

away, or even 55’ dBA from 3’ away. 

On visits to the site, AT&T observed that existing HVAC equipment on the site does not comply 

with the 45 dBA from 3’ requirement of the City’s noise ordinance.  This noise level characterized 

by the FAA as being on the level of “quiet rural nighttime,” Nor, assuming the existing equipment 

was outside the 500’ distance of the nearest residential zoned parcel, which it is not, did the existing 

equipment on site comply with the 55 dBA from 3’ away requirement, which the FAA likens to 

being slightly below the level of a quiet urban nighttime, or a dishwasher running in the next room.1 

Additionally, the parcel is not a typical R2-SC zoned parcel – it is a 6-acre parcel owned by the 

county which, in addition to county buildings, contains an existing, fully operation wireless 

telecommunications facility. 

1 “Fundamentals of Noise and Sound,” Federal Aviation Administration website, 

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/policy_guidance/noise/basics/.  Accessed 11/24/19. 

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/policy_guidance/noise/basics/
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ALL PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, ORIENTATION OF TRUE NORTH AND
STREET HALF-WIDTHS HAVE BEEN OBTAINED FROM A TAX PARCEL
MAP AND EXISTING DRAWINGS AND ARE APPROXIMATE.

NOTES:

1.  NO GRADING OR PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION SHALL
OCCUR WITHIN DRIP LINES OF TREES THAT ARE TO REMAIN
WITHOUT ARBORIST APPROVAL.

2.  PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, GENERAL CONTRACTOR TO
CONTACT DIGALERT TO MARK OUT EXISTING UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES. IN THE EVENT OF CONFLICTS, CONTRACTOR TO
CONTACT PDC.

THIS IS NOT A SITE SURVEY
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